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Waterlines Winter 2003/4 

Editorial — Winter 2003/4 

This winter has been all change on several fronts. We 

have a new joint Chairman, Brian Smith, and Secretary, 

Peter Cosker. Due to Peter's initiative, we also have a 

website - www.victoriashadow.co.uk. Please visit the 

site, you really will be impressed. To make the website 
even more successful Peter needs contributions and 

comments on the initial design. The eventual aim is to 
have a short description and photograph of every boat - 

so why not get one together and send it to Peter! 

The other big change — seen as sad for many of us - 

was the move of the London Boat Show from Earls 

Court to Docklands. With it disappeared our regular 

Italian Boat Show dinner, enjoyed by many of us for the 

past few years. Several members contributed their 

reports on the new location for this Waterlines issue, 

and clearly our fears about the new location were 

largely unfounded. However, we still would like to find a 
new dinner venue, so if anyone is visiting the area 

between now and December, please follow your nose to 

any whiff of choice cooking. Finally we bid a grateful 

farewell to Olive as secretary at the AGM. Olive has 

kept the association together for nearly two decades. 
She retired with many thanks from all of us, leaving the 

post of secretary in good hands — but we look forward to 

her remaining as a member and meeting many of us at 

future events. 

Editors 
Barrie Marson 

Georgina Hayne 

barriemarson@compuserve.com 
gc.hayne@btinternet.com 

Secretary and website manager 

Peter Cosker peter.cosker@rya-online.net 

  

Obituary 

We are sad to announce that Len Larbey, of boat Coba IIT has 

died. We are told that he had a large heart attack at his home 

marina of Tollesbury. Kate and Ben Ridge had seen him out 

sailing only a month before with his wife and son and they 

exchanged waves. So Len was clearly doing what he loved 

until the end. Len bought a part complete Frances 26 and 

finished it himself and it was a lovely boat. Just that bit 

different to other Frances but still in keeping with the Victoria 

tradition. Although he had not attended any of the recent 

rallies he had been a very regular attender at the East Coast 

Functions. 

Olive Hathaway 

Secretary 
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2003 AGM 

There was a good attendance at our usual Thames-side 

location, and plenty to discuss. We confirmed the 

elections of Brian Smith as Joint Chairman and Peter 

Cosker as Secretary, and presented retirement presents 

of an Engraved Tankard to Ted Moss (in absentia) and 
a Steamer Chair to Olive. There was a lively 

discussion on the website, distribution of Waterlines by 

email, and similar topics. The committee will look into 

saving money on Waterlines distribution over the next 
few months, but for this issue is sticking to the 

conventional hard copy and Royal Mail. Detailed 

minutes have already been circulated by the Secretary, 
plus a detailed 2004 Programme. In summary the 

forthcoming events up to July are: 

Sunday 15th February East Coast Social 

Sunday 7th March South Coast Social 

Saturday 22nd May South Coast Rally 

Saturday 29th May South-west Rally 

Saturday 12th June North-west and Scottish Rally 

Saturday 26th June Round the Island Race 

Saturday 17th July East Coast Rally 
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FREE ADVICE ON... 

SAIL SET, RIG TUNING 

AND REPAIRS. 

For the highest quality custom 

designed sails tailored to 
your personal requirements 

  

Contact Ben Green at 

SHORE SAILMAKERS 
Moody's Marina, Swanwick, Southampton S031 7ZL. 

Tel 01489 589450 Fax 01489 885917 

 



Rally Reports 

‘ a 

Members enjoying themselves at the East Coast Rally 

  

Many Thanks 

As you will no doubt be aware from the Minutes, | was given the 
most wonderful gifts as a retirement present at the Annual 
General Meeting. First of alli came a beautiful bouquet of all 
white flowers, which would have been thanks enough. But then 
appeared a magnificent Liner Chair with a suitably inscribed 

plaque. Some friends have these chairs in the garden and | 

have always admired them, but with no comment as | knew that 

they were beyond what | could justify spending on myself. So | 
did buy a very ordinary chair last summer when the weather was 

so good. | do not usually sit in the garden for long as whenever | 

try to do so, a weed identifies itself or a shrubs needs a bit of 

pruning and | am up and working again. But last summer was so 

hot that | did sit out more than usual. So with the promise of 

global warming and more summers like the last, | can assure you 

that the Liner Chair will be well used and very much appreciated. 

| have enjoyed my term as Secretary and have met a lot of very 

nice people through the Association, which is the main reason 

why | do not want to leave, although boatless. | wish Peter 

Cosker well as the new Secretary and it is clear from the 

communications so far that he will do an excellent job. 

So very many thanks for my gifts and all the good wishes 

expressed to me, and | hope to continue to meet many of you in 

the future. 

Olive Hathaway 

  

Lymington Rally — 

27September 2003 

Like last year, the Lymington Rally was very 

well attended, with 8 boats travelling there, plus 

the De laq Feuillades’ Victoria 30, now called 

Que Sera, which was already berthed there. 

Most people had come from the East, and had 

favourable wind and tide, but John Sadler 

(Maria Frances 26) came single handed from 

Poole with a somewhat stiffer passage. 

Brian and Dawn Smith entertained us very 

hospitably on board ‘Moonfleet’ beforehand, 

with no obvious problem due to 19 people 

aboard. 

The meal again was very good, with friendly 

and extrovert service — under considerable 

pressure with a large event at the same time for 

the Marchwood Sailing Club, being held in the 

main dining room. Lymington so far, unlike 

Cherbourg, looks like a lucky venue 
weatherwise, and several people suggested 

another visit there. 

Barrie Marson 

  
  

  

    

IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

Peter Cosker introduces a new sailng article 

thus ‘ The e-mail link on our ‘Jenter’ website 
has produced only a few messages over the 
years. It was one such response, on the 

20th November 2002, that introduced me to 
Lesley and her partner, Paul. | now have 

paper copies of e-mails photo’ attachments 
and ‘phone text messages over an inch thick. 

Together they tell the story of the hunt for a 
boat, its fitting-out and the delivery voyage 
from Christchurch to Caernarvon this 
summer. | was delighted to be the recipient 

of so many fascinating tales and | have 

asked Lesley if | might share some of them 
with you’ 

Additionally we are promised more useful 

‘Readers’ Tips’, and we shall press Steven 

Selmes to share some of his experience with 

us in another 'Q and A’ session.     
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News 
    

Donald MacKenzie, owner of Whistler, has written to us following the destruction of his 

boat by Hurricane Fabian in Bermuda last year. His pictures vividly portray the effects of 

the hurricane. 

e loved Whistler and she was also admired by 
VWVeres on the water. She was a beautifully 

crafted boat and cut through the water 

magnificantly. When | bought her, | described her as “a 
real boat" in comparison to the mass-produced "tubs" | 

had viewed up until then and | will always remember her 

with great affection. She was destroyed a week after we 

left Bermuda, when we were in the process of trying to 

sell her. We frequently slept overnight on her, often 

  
moored in an area between islands in Bermuda's Great 

Sound called Paradise Lakes. Bermuda has 300 wrecks 
around its shores, vessels which have perished on the 
treacherous coral reefs. While Whistler came close to 

some, she never actually hit anything solid until the 

Hurricane took her. | was working as a Medical 

Practitioner on the island and | can honestly say that 

Whistler was my number one recreation on the island, 

certainly much less frustrating than my awful golf.   
  

  

... STOP PRESS ... New ownership at Stone Pier Yard 

We were sad to hear that Jon and John had ceased operations at Stone Pier Services late last year. 
However the yard has passed fairly quickly into the new ownership of Steven Selmes. Steven is a 

time-served boatbuilder who has worked on the Hamble for many years, and is familiar with the 

Victoria designs and many of their subcontractors. Unfortunately the remaining yard staff employed 

by Jon Gale left for new jobs late last year but the new company has enough expertise to be able to 
offer the same range of services as in the past. All the existing drawings, instructions and some 

tooling have been retained, as have the telephone and other contact details. Steven told Waterlines 
that there is even a ‘faint’ chance that given enough demand, they might build a few boats to an 
existing Victoria design — early days yet, but we wish Steven and his staff good luck in their venture 
— we hope to see him at the Spring South Coast Social.   
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Technical Tips 

  

  

  

Henry 

I have made a vertical post as illustrated, which we 

call Henry, to hold the main boom steady, 

particularly useful stowing the sails in a rolling sea. 

It is called Henry because I don’t want to lose my 

friend Henry overboard as the swinging boom 

makes it difficult to put on ties. The boom is held 

up by a rodkicker, which is not as positive as a 

topping lift and exaggerates the swing. The post is 

supported by two stainless steel brackets bolted 

through the the front starboard cockpit bulkhead as 

illustrated. When hoisting, the halliard is attached 

and ties released before slackening the main sheet, 

allowing the boom to free itself. The post is stowed 

below and attached by elastic to the mast. When 

lowering the sail, once the boat is head to wind, the 

boom can be put into the slot and held down by the 

sheet before the halliard is released. It is a great 

relief to have a steady boom when going forward in 

rough weather. 

Michael Passmore 

Questions and Answers 

Dick Walters has supplied answers to the two last 

queries in the John and Jon piece in Waterlines |ssue 22 

Q26 —- A replacement for Marine Chemi-Technics 
rubbing compound? 

My boat Symphony is med/dk blue; for about 4 years | 

have used a rubbing compound and after asking around 

ended up with Farecia Industr. G6,G3,and G10 (milk) in 

sequence applied by foam pads on a Rupes L16 

machine. Hard work but does the job 

Q27 - Can an old Decca antenna be used for 

anything else, such as radio etc.? 

Decca operated on frequencies between 84 and 129 

KHz. The antenna base contains a simple band —pass 

filter and the feeder is low grade (but adequate for low 
frequencies). So not much use for anything else sadly, 
without attacking the antenna base and installing a new 
feeder 
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For the benefit of those of us not brave enough to venture further east than Fulham Road, several 

members sent in entertaining pieces on their visits to the new Boat Show venue at ExCeL in 

London’s Dockland Area. Here are their views — not always a consensus, but a very good 

perspective on ‘a new era for the Show’. 

Getting there 

Everyone was concerned that the journey would be 

much more difficult than to Earls Court, but in the 

event pleasantly surprised. John Gilmour, coming 

from Edinburgh, was put off by the journey time from 

Kings Cross of over an hour given on the ExCel web 

site, but in the end flew on a cheap flight direct to 

London City Airport. The free transfer bus took 30 

minutes. He says a taxi would have done it in half that 

time for £8. Peter Allen, living in Essex drove there 

and found an easy 
journey with the 
entrance and car park 

well marked, although 

one has to climb a 
large flight of stairs 
from the entrance. 

Ben Ridge arrived at 
the West Entrance via 
a covered walkway 

from the Custom 
House Station, which 
serves the Dockland 

Light Railway. He 

found ‘the sight 

meeting the eye is 
staggering and/or 

breathtaking not least 

because of the vast 
unbroken 
spaciousness’. 

The layout inside 

‘To say that the main exhibition hall is large, is 

possibly an understatement. The North and South 

Halls are really one large hangar type building similar 

to the largest halls at the NEC in Birmingham. The 

only reason | could guess why they are called the 
North and South Halls seems to be that they are 
divided down the middle by a line of refreshment 

establishments and toilets running east-west. Like 

Earls Court the exhibits are co-located to specific 

areas of the show. One obvious advantage is that 

the aisles are wider than at Earls Court making 

moving about easier. The RYA lounge, which appears 

to be larger than the one at Earls Court, is still 

available to members providing a quiet area to meet 

friends for a chat over a coffee or a light lunch’. 
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Outside the East Entrance is a smaller tent/pavilion 
containing a much publicised watersports arena while in 

the Royal Victoria Dock was the usual display of craft 
normally located in the Pool at Earls Court. If any 
trumping of the Earls Court Venue was needed, this 

came in the form of HMS Northumberland a Type 23 

Frigate. One only hopes that this superb ship together 

with its officers and crew will not fall foul of the yet 
further planned cuts. Also in the Royal Victoria Dock 
was the Sail training Ship The Prince William ° 

Peter Allen 

Getting around 

‘If you haven't been, a 

GPS might come in 

handy. It is logically laid 

out and much more 

satisfactory as a venue 

than Earls Court or for 

that matter Southampton. 

Facilities such as cafes, 

loos etc. are good, as is 
the ventilation system. 

That's not unimportant — 

half an hour of Earls 

Court fug, coupled with 

the booming music, 
always had me gasping to 

escape to the open air. 

How did the exhibitors 
stand day after day of it?’ 

Ralph Aldwinckle 

  
‘The walkways between the blocks of stands are 
handsomely carpeted but not colour coded, 

which would have been a great help in not getting lost. 

{t would also be helpful if Exhibitors were obliged to 
exhibit their stand number in a uniform manner’ 

Ben Ridge 

‘Access to the toilets could develop into something of a 

mystery tour, due to the number of fire doors, which 
with people travelling both ways presented something 

of a challenge. A few strategically placed ‘arrows’ plus 
some fixed door openings would help reduce the 

number of people | saw getting confused and even lost. 

A few plans of the exhibition, strategically placed, 

showing where you were would help’ 

PA



John Gilmour was able to sort out gear problems for his 

boat laid up in Finland this winter and looking at optional 

equipment in preparation for a mini-refit next winter. The 

grid layout all on one level without shuffling round the 

pool helped walking easily to the stands. 

Content 

‘The content of the show seemed to be identical to 

previous years except for the absence of the dancing 

girls on the centre stage. 

However | did make one interesting purchase, a 

cleaning product called ‘Skippers Choice Super Stuff’ It 

purports to be able to clean just about everything (e.g. 

bilges, holding tanks, upholstery, fibreglass, wooden 

decks, ovens) and as a bonus can be used as a hand 

cleaner and barrier cream. It is non-toxic, organic and 

bio-degradable. According to the manufacturers, its only 

limitation is that it will not remove rust stains, permanent 

dye and paint. Too good to be true? if this mention 

arouses any interest in the product | can make a report 

after | have tried it myself’ 

John Cade 

‘What about the contents? Quite apart from the usual 

necessities for sailing such as jacuzzis, garden furniture 
and back massagers, the show had every conceivable 
bit of chandlery and gadget. As regards the boats it 

London Boat Show 

was, for a sailing man, as disappointing as ever. It 

continued the trend of recent boat shows, whether at 

Earls Court or Southampton of more and more flashy 

power boats. Who buys these things and what do 

they do with them? OK | suppose for a trip round the 

bay at St. Tropez although there they will seem 

rather small beer without the helicopter on the aft 

deck. But Force 6 in the channel? Very scary and 

what happens to the leopard skin upholstery on the 

sun deck? As for sailing boats if you want a look- 

alike 40 footer and have a couple of hundred pounds 

to spare there were a few to choose from though 

nothing which comes into my idea of a proper yacht. 

If you want something smailer its either a trailer-sailer 

or a ‘classic yacht ' in fibreglass with freaky looks 

and a gaff rig. Lots of high performance dinghies for 

gorillas, but one really nice little dinghy for us 

pensioners to have fun in — the Comet Zero, billed as 

a starter dinghy but, also a finisher dinghy. 

Did | see anything which might for a moment tempt 
me to swap it for my Frances? No | did not, even if 
you paid me. There was nothing even half as nice. 

Will | go again next year? No ... well perhaps you 
had better ask me again next December. After all the 
Association gets a super discount for us — perhaps | 

won't be able to afford not to go’ 

RA 

Words cannot describe what the right accessories 
will do for your sailing. It has to be experienced. 

  

The Furlex furling system is probably 
Seldén’s best known accessory. You 
won't find many people who doubt the 

value of a Furlex in making sailing 
simpler and much more convenient. 
Our accessory range includes 

everything from backstay tensioners 
and rodkickers to turnbuckles, 

spinnaker poles and RCH full-batten 
systems. If you want to further 
improve your rig and get even more out 

of your sailing, just get in touch. Ask 

about Seldén accessories. 
  

() SELDEN 
  

Selden Masts Limited, Duncan Road, Park Gate, Southampton, Hampshire SO31 1BX 
England 

Tel. +44(0)1489 484000 Fax +44 (0)1489 487487 

email info@seldenmast.co.uk 
internet www.seldenmast.com 
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The Harbour Marine Company 
incorporating Hamble Yacht Brokers 
@ HYS5 Universal and Crableck Marina - Sarisbury - 
Southampton - Hants - S031 7ZN 

Victoria Yachts the original broker. 
A selection from our list. 

  

   
HM 3070 

New listing- Victoria 30. Commissioned in 1988. one owner 
since 1991. Teak decks. Tiller steering. Yanmar 2GM low engine 
hours. 6 berths in 2 cabins. Vessel in excellent condition. New 
standing rigging in 2001 etc. £42,500 

  

HM 3065 

Victoria 34 Cutter. 1990. Yanmar 27hp diesel (reconditioned). 

Teak decks. Wheel steering. Full sails wardrobe. Fitted for single 

-handed sailing. Excellent inventory. Good condition £69,900 

Frances and Victoria vessels wanted for brokerage, 
buyers waiting. 

The Harbour Marine Company Limited 
Registered in England and Wales No. 3673047 

VAT Reg. No. 522 1925 71 

email: office@harbourmarine.co.uk 
web page: harbourmarine.co.uk/     

London Boat Show 
Food and drink 

‘Spoilt for choice, we decided to take in Leith’s. The 

difference from Earl's Court was really noticeable as 

we ate reasonably priced freshly cooked seafood 

tapas in a bright balcony overlooking the Boulevard. 

We also could have eaten good quality sandwiches or 

fast in the Boulevard or a three course lunch for £17 

at a smarter restaurant’ 

John Gilmour 

    
Taking a break in the Guinness bar 

Ben Ridge sent us a copy of the ‘Welcome to ExCeL 

‘ brochure which lists the hotels within the ExCeL 

campus — so we still need to seek out and inspect a 

venue for a sociable meal such as we had in recent 
years at Il Falconiere! 

And a conclusion 

‘It is true, as one Swede told us, that Earls Court 

used to have a distinctive atmosphere with its two 

floors and the Exhibitors pool and shows in the 

centre. Its charm had attracted the Europeans but 

now ExCeL is just another venue the same as 

Stockholm, Amsterdam, Dusseldorf etc. 

However the advantages of ExCeL are real and 

welcome. Despite about 30,000 visitors on the 

Saturday and Sunday, exhibitors told us how ExCeL 
had never felt crowded with the spacious access to 

stands and boats. Next year, we'll stay at one of the 
many on-site hotels and have more time to take in the 

new yachts. It's a good move for LBS’ 
JG 

Waterlines is edited by Barrie Marson and Georgina Hayne. Design and production by Georgina Hayne. 

Contributors: Barrie Marson, Olive Hathaway, Peter Cosker, John Gilmour, John Cade, Raiph Aldwinckle, Ben Ridge, Peter Allen, Donald MacKenzie, 

Michael Passmore, Dick Walters, Brain Smith 
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