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Sunshine and Snow, Davaar Island, Mull of Kintyre byMichael Healey

Seasons’ Greetings from Mike Healey

Mike sails a Victoria 30 Sloop, MAYA based at
Campbeltown Yacht Club. He was kind enough
to send a greetings card with this beautiful
picture that shows how winter should be,
without the violent storms and the torrential
rain that most of us have suffered recently.

So, Mike not only sails but is also a talented
artist and this particular picture is a large (20” x
30”) oil on canvas painting. Other of Mike’s
works can be seen at Thompson’s Galleries in
London and in Aldeburgh and at his home in
Southend, Argyllshire.

I reckon, after looking at Reeds Almanac, that
the viewpoint for this painting would have been
a bit south-east of Campbeltown and the
distant high ground to the right would be Arran.

Thanks Mike for a very fine picture.

Seasonal Starters

It is great to visit the Association website and see a dozen
events planned for 2014 with members at the forefront of
arrangements in the absence of regional organisers.  Lynda
and I did not manage to get to the London Boat Show as the
attraction of Southampton, right on our doorstep is too
difficult to ignore and I only have a limited amount of money
to spend on Albertine each year.

Although traditionally the south coast social has been held at
the Sarisbury Green Community Centre we decided to return
to the birthplace of many Victoria’s and enjoy a simple sailing
club lunch, and talk, on the 22nd February, right on the banks
of the River Hamble. One of our Club members will recount
his exploits following his passage to Iceland.  Full details are
on the Forum page of the Association website or contact me
at jon.fairwinds@btinternet.com or 01489 581622.

On the east coast David and Susan Macgregor will follow the
usual format of meeting for lunch at the Rose and Crown on
the quay before adjourning to the Nottage Maritime Institute
just a few yards away along the quay. The speaker this year
will be Ted North, CEO of the Morning Star Trust. The flag
ship of the trust is the Morning Star, a 62ft gaff rigged ketch
based on the Medway and competing in Tall Ships’ Races,
and regularly sailing to France.  Again the full details are on
the website or contact David at:
macgregor.farleigh@btinternet.com or 01622 729507.

I am sure that at both events we will be joined by our friends
from the Thames who I hope have had their boats laid up
safe ashore during the recent floods that have affected so
much of the country over recent weeks.

Jon Spencer
Chairman Yachts and Honorary Secretary

Dany and Annick Chapuis with Victoria 34, FALKOR

Dany writes from Le Croisic, (southern Brittany near the
Loire),

“Thanks for your happy greeting 2014
in return i present you and at all the members of the
association :

Best wishes and a happy new year

Sincerely

Mr Mme Chapuis ( Falkor)”

Jerry Bottrill with Victoria 30 Sloop, TRACKER

Jerry sailing TRACKER on Saturday, 11th January 2014
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Jerry Bottrill and TRACKER continued

“Had an excellent sail on Saturday in the most perfect winter
conditions.

Beam reach to Bembridge, dropped anchor in Priory Bay for
lunch and met up with Guy Willing who came alongside for a
chat in the pilot boat on the way back. Probably one of the
best winter sailing days I have had, as the weather was
perfect.

Kind regards

Jerry”

later the same day

Sue and Dick Thatcher with Victoria 800, TAMAR CHICK

Sue and Dick have been members since the Association was
formed and have just acquired their third Victoria Yacht, a
Victoria 800 that is being re-naming TAMAR CHICK.

Their first Victoria yacht was MOONFLEET OF HOO, a
Victoria 34 Sloop then, for many years, they have sailed a
Victoria 38 Cutter, TAMAR SWALLOW, which they sold
about a year ago.

TAMAR CHICK will be based at the Cargreen Yacht Club
moorings on the River Tamar.  They are members of the
R.N.S.A., the Cargreen Yacht Club and Sue is a member of
the Ocean Cruising Club.

Newsletters and Waterlines

While everyone on the Committee hopes that a member will
come forward soon to take on the office of Journal Editor and
produce a new edition of Waterlines, we have to accept the
fact that this may not happen.

The Newsletter can be published as often as required. It
does not have to be any particular size and can easily
accommodate longer articles that might otherwise have been
published in Waterlines.

Do not hesitate to send any articles, long or short, even little
snippets of information that might be of interest, to me:

Peter Cosker
4 The Grove, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3SJ.
news@victoriashadow.co.uk or peter@the2coskers.com

They will almost certainly be published at the very next
opportunity!

Traditional Handbook and a few new ideas

The Handbook probably costs more to produce than most of
you might suspect. The biggest expense is the cost of toner
for the colour laser printer, which combined with the cost of
paper, card, envelopes and postage, meant that the cost of
each Handbook, delivered to a member, was costing
between £3 and £4.

At both our Committee Meetings and at the Annual General
Meeting there have been suggestions as to how the same
information might be distributed in other ways.  One
suggestion was that the files necessary to print the individual
pages might be made available so that members could print
their own Handbooks!  Since these files already exist, this is
very easy to do but I seriously doubt many of you would want
to go to all that trouble.

Another option was that of an Electronic Handbook that
could be viewed on a laptop computer, a tablet and, possibly,
even a smart ‘phone.  This idea did appeal to me but proved
more difficult than expected and has not been entirely
successful in field trials.  However, it is being offered in the
form of a Handbook Reader this year to get some feedback
from our members as to its practicality.  The following image
gives a general impression of its appearance and we hope
you will download the Reader and give it a try.

Rest assured that the intention is for the Handbook to remain
available, in its usual format, for the foreseeable future and
at this stage we are just looking at new ideas.

Dates to remember

22nd February 2014
The South Coast Spring Social at Warsash Sailing Club

15th March 2014
The East Coast Social at Wivenhoe

17th & 18th May 2014
South Coast Rally to Chichester

Sailing and Cruising in 2014

Whether you are crossing oceans, sailing along the coast or
cruising our rivers, I should like to wish you fair winds and
good weather this coming season.  Enjoy all your boating
and please don’t forget to tell us all about it.


