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Newsletter - The Victoria Shadow Association - October 2013

South Coast Rally to Marchwood

Marchwood Yacht Club is situated near the far
end of Southampton Water on the New Forest
side.  Although surrounded by heavy industry,
there is the container port and a huge pile of
rusting scrap metal on the opposite shore and
a futuristic incinerator that reflects the sun’s
rays is close at hand to the south, the area has
spaciousness and a certain quietness and
charm.

Our rally, on the last day of August, was
blessed with fine weather and light winds, as
you may see in the photographs.  The first of
which shows the Victoria 38, HOTWATCH OF
HAMBLE, being secured alongside astern of
the Frances 34, ALBERTINE on the outside of
the pontoon.

Tim and Dee Clarke chat to Roy Dawkins on Frances 26, FELICITY Victoria 30’s, WYNN and WIDGEON, Frances 26, FELICITY

Tim and Dee Clarke keep their Victoria
30, WIDGEON, at Marchwood and
made all the necessary  arrangements
for this most successful rally.

This is the first time they have offered
to organise a rally for The Victoria
Shadow Association and we should like
to thank them for all their work.

Members and their guests gathered aboard ALBERTINE for
some pre-dinner drinks and very tasty snacks prior to us all
moving to the Yacht Club for our evening meal.

The container port, the incinerator and the heaps of scrap
metal have all just been visible in various photographs.  Did
you spot them all?
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South Coast Rally to Marchwood continued

Members start to gather aboard ALBERTINE for drinks We dine in the Marchwood Yacht Club

New Member – Gerry Burns

We are pleased to welcome Gerry Burns into the association
after he bought the Frances 34, PIPPIN earlier this year.

Gerry’s other boat is the “Isle of Inishmore”.  He is the Senior
Master and plies the Rosslare-Pembroke run for Irish Ferries!

PIPPIN is based at
Ardglass Marina but
may be moved to
Bangor for more
shelter in the winter,
while Gerry lives in
Newcastle, County
Down.

Gerry certainly looks
well pleased with his
new ‘smaller’ boat.

FILIA sailing in Spanish Waters

Peter Ormrod has moved his Frances 26 from Lago Maggiore
in Italy to San Sebastion in Spain; something to do with his
work, I believe.

The three photographs that follow show San Sebastion on a
somewhat overcast day, the marina at Getaria where the
Greek spelling of the boat’s name is clearly visible and FILIA
approaching San Sebastion on a fine sunny day.

FILIA sailing in Spanish Waters continued
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East Coast Rally to Brightlingsea

Brightlingsea was very busy on Saturday, 7th

September; it seemed that ours was not the
only rally and the harbour was just about full.

There was sunshine and enough wind to sail
but the spring tide made coming alongside the
pontoon, with only limited space available,
somewhat hazardous.

The Harbour Master fitted the boats in as and
where possible, so our Victoria Yachts were
not all grouped together.

By name, our boats were:  MARIA FRANCES,
BEGUINE, FRANCESCA, MARGO, MATTY,
SHIKARA, VAGABOND and VOLANTE, all
being 26 foot double-enders and eight in
number.

Some of the boats are shown below but
apologies are offered to Arnold Robinson for
our failing to secure an image of SHIKARA!

When it came time for pre-dinner drinks,
life aboard MARIA FRANCES got just a
little congested.

John Sadler had been responsible for
organising the rally and had done an
excellent job, ably assisted by Wann. Our
thanks go to both of them.

The photographs below show John with
clipboard in hand then, after a fine dinner
at the Colne Yacht Club, Wann trying a
little juggling and Paul Thorne, juggler
extraordinaire.
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Shadow Rally to Sandford Lock

Sandford Lock is just to the south of Oxford
and the 14th September proved to be overcast
with little evidence of any sunshine.

Jon and Lynda Spencer, along with Peter
Cosker, had been invited to join HEAVENLY
DAZE, a Shadow 26, at Abingdon for lunch
and then a gentle cruise through Sandford and
Iffly Locks before returning to Sandford.

There were to have been three Shadows but
WHITE ROSE OF YORK encountered a
technical problem and stopped at Wallingford,
Dave and Angela joining us by road!

Angela, Patsy and Dave As dusk fell, The Kings Arms restaurant was close at hand

Twelve of us sat down to dine:  John and Gillian of HEAVENLY
DAZE, Peter and Carol of JOLLY OLLY, Dave and Angela of
WHITE ROSE OF YORK (abandoned at Wallingford), Paul and
Patsy of REBWELLY plus guests Jon, Lynda, Peter and Jenny.

We should like to thank John and Gillian for providing lunch,
organising the rally and for giving us a fine trip on the river.

New member Ian Pearson with Frances 26, MATTY

Please welcome Ian into our association.  Ian lives in Chingford
and MATTY is based at Bradwell Marina on the River
Blackwater.

We were delighted that Ian was able to sail his Frances to the
recent Brightlingsea Rally.
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Boom, Sail and Cover – FOR SALE

Simon Fayers has changed the fore-sail arrangements on
his Frances 26, SHEBECA, which was a fractionally-rigged
sloop and not a cutter. As a consequence, he would like to
sell the self-tacking boom, sail and cover.

“The self-tacking boom has an oval cross-section, the
Seldén type, not the earlier circular Proctor spar and is ‘as
new’.  The sail is 144 square foot with one reef, year 2001
and in good condition.  The sail cover is blue and in good
condition.”

The asking price for the lot is £250 and Simon may be
contacted by e-mail at s.fayers1@btinternet.com or by
telephone on 01326 290644.

Annual Luncheon and General Meeting

This is our last event of 2013 and possibly the most
important.  It will be held on Sunday, 17th November at
Linden House, home of the London Corinthian Rowing and
Sailing Club. You will find it situated just upstream from
Hammersmith Bridge on the Middlesex side of the River
Thames with good transport links to the Home Counties and
both East and South coasts.

This is an opportunity to meet your fellow members in
comfortable surroundings and enjoy an excellent meal
served in the Commodore’s Room.  After lunch we conduct
just a little business ending with an illustrated talk.  You will
find it most enjoyable.  Do try to attend; you will be made
most welcome.

The next Newsletter

Our next Newsletter will be in 2014 as soon as the editor has enough content to make it worthwhile.  Please send articles and
photographs to news@victoriashadow.co.uk or contact me by telephone 01444 414162 or 07837 767850 or write to Peter Cosker,
4 The Grove, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3SJ.


