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�ewsletter  -  The Victoria Shadow Association  -  October 2011 

 
 
Editorial 
 
We have something of a bumper edition this time 
despite the rather poor summer, where wind and rain 
often seem to have been the order of the day.  We will 
start with a report that arrived a bit too late for our 
last edition. 
 

Shadow Rally to Windsor by Paul and Patsy Townsend 
 

 
Rebwelly, Heavenly Daze and Jolly Olly moored at Windsor 

 
The first Shadow Thames rally of the year was held at Windsor, over the 
weekend of 4th/5th June.  Five crews attended the dinner, although only 

three boats made the trip – all cruising downstream to the event.  Jolly 

Olly, crewed by Peter and Carol Hunt set out from Reading, whilst John 
and Gill Walker brought down Heavenly Daze from Wargrave.  Paul and 

Patsy Townsend arrived last with Rebwelly, also from Wargrave. 

 
David Probert and Angie arrived in time for pre-dinner appetisers, but 

were unable to bring White Rose of York down from Pangbourne.  

George and Gloria Warrilow also made the dinner, but had to leave 
Cascade III on her mooring. 
 

 

 

 
Merlin wonders whether to risk a scamper across Heavenly Daze while 

John Walker’s attention is distracted 

 
This was the first time the Shadows had rallied to Windsor by river for 

some years.  The previous rally, in 2007, had to be attended by road 
because the Thames was flooded and locks were closed.  It had been 

intended, on this occasion, that moorings would be sought on the south 
bank of the Thames, adjacent to Barry Avenue, but the weather was fine 

and the riverbanks crowded.  Heavenly Daze and Jolly Olly managed to 

squeeze into a space on the north bank, with Rebwelly moored alongside.  
Fortunately, the grass was dry, so Paul and Patsy’s border collie, Merlin, 

left no muddy paw prints on Heavenly Daze. 

 

  
Dave Probert explains a finer point 
of Shadow cruising to John Walker 

Paul Townsend, Peter Hunt, 

George and Gloria Warrilow and 

Carol Hunt at dinner 

With whistles duly whetted, the crews adjourned to the Bell and Dragon 

for an excellent dinner, much enjoyed by all. 

 
We are grateful to John and Gill Walker for making the arrangements for 

the rally. 

 

New Members 
 
Please welcome the following new members: 
 
John and Ynez Clarke live in Middlesbrough and have 
bought the Frances 26, BARBICAN 3, which they are 
mooring in Hartlepool Marina. 
 
Sean and Ita Hunt are the new owners of Frances 34, 
RED MAGIC.  They move around quite a bit, living in 
York, working in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and keeping the 
boat at Crosshaven in Cork Harbour! 
 
Jeff and Lizzie Allen, who, as I write this, are sailing 
their Frances 26, VERITY, from Burnham-on-Crouch to 
Falmouth, where they also live. 
 
Chuck Paine, the designer of our Victoria Yachts, who 
has fully restored a Herreshoff 12½ called PETUNIA.  
Chuck has offered to give a talk to our members some- 
time next year with some emphasis on ‘The Victoria 
Connection’.  Check out his blog at www.chuckpaine.com. 
 
Members’ Boats move to the Website Forum! 

 

Bev Dewath has completed the transfer of the old 
Members’ Boats pages to the Forum.  The big advantage 
is that members are now able to update and edit their 
own entry for themselves whenever they wish, although 
Bev is still prepared to make an initial entry for new 
members. 
 
In making the move, telephone numbers and e-mail 
addresses have been removed from the pages.  If you 
want to add this information to your page yourself, that 
is fine.  This shift of responsibility makes some of the 
information requested on our Membership Application 
redundant and the two questions about putting e-mail 
address and telephone number on the Website will soon 
be removed from it, simplifying the form. 
 
Sad news 

 

We learnt of the death of John Allen earlier this year.  
His widow, Janice, has since resigned from the 
association. 
 
Their Victoria 30 sloop, MORGANA, is now For Sale at 
Emsworth in Chichester Harbour by Slipway Marine Ltd 
with an asking price of £28,995. 
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East Coast Rally to Ipswich 

 
The forecast weather for the weekend of the rally was 
for strong winds and only one boat made it to Ipswich 
Yacht Haven.  The intrepid sailor was Chas Argent and 
his Frances 26 sloop, MARGO, was soon playing host to 
the pre-dinner drinks party. 
 

 
Anne and Chas aboard MARGO 

 
Although the East Coast members may not have been 
prepared to sail to the event, they did come by road and 
about twenty of us sat down to dine in the restaurant 
that evening.  Thank you, Anne, for organising the rally. 
 
South Coast Rally to Cowes 

 
Fine weather can make all the difference, of course!  
Six boats arrived at Cowes Yacht Haven and, again, 
about twenty of us dined at the Island Sailing Club. 
 

 
Victoria 38, HOTWATCH OF HAMBLE 

 

We were very pleased to meet Keith and Hazel Harrison 
sailing the largest Victoria Yacht to our rally.  It is 
some years now since a Victoria 38 attended one of our 
rallies! 
 

 

David Suttle’s Victoria 34, VERITY, now back in home 
waters after spending many years in the Balearics was a 
most welcome sight.  We took afternoon tea in the 
cockpit.  The first picture shows Pam Cherry, Dick 
Walters, John Tyer and John Cade with CADENZA 
moored just astern. 
 

 
John Tyer was the rally organiser 

 
Apart from the larger craft, there were two Victoria 
30’s.  Jerry Bottrill sailed TRACKER to the rally, while 
Tim and Dee Clarke sailed WIDGEON.  The sixth boat 
was Roy Dawkin’s Frances 26, FELICITY that had the 
honour of being the smallest boat present.  Small in 
size, maybe, but requiring the biggest crew! 
 
After tea came the drinks party and CADENZA was the 
host boat with John Cade firmly in command of the 
situation. 
 
Dinner at the Island Sailing Club was excellent, as usual 
and everyone had a most enjoyable day. 
 

 
Dinner at the Island Sailing Club 

 
Our thanks go to John Tyer for organising such a fine 
rally.  John has decided not to continue as South Coast 
Organiser next year and so we shall be looking for a new 
candidate at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Thank you John for all the events you have organised 
during your tenure of Office. 
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Dany Chapuis and Victoria 34, FALKOR 

 
Dany is aiming for bigger things.  He is hoping to buy a 
Victoria 38 and is offering his Victoria 34, FALKOR, For 
Sale. 
 
If you know of a Victoria 38 that is available or would 
like to buy a Victoria 34, then please contact him. 
 
Keith and Thelma Skelsey - Victoria 34, PIPPAROO 

 

PIPPAROO is being offered For Sale by Keith and 
Thelma.  The asking price is £69,950 for this cutter-
rigged 1989 Victoria 34 via the Ancasta brokerage. 
 
Victoria 26, EVERGREEN 

 

Lesley Whitfield and Paul Brittain have been cruising 
the East Coast of Scotland this year.  A message was 
received from them in August to saying, 
 
“In Lossiemouth heading down E coast to Edinburgh and 
Forth+Clyde canal. ‘Exciting’ entry over bar to Findhorn 
yesterday in onshore 5/6 – almost but not quite scary5” 
 

I had to look up Findhorn and the almanac was not at all 
encouraging about arrivals in strong onshore winds! 
 
Jan van Miltenburg – Victoria 34, TESSERA 

 

Jan has persuaded Yachting Monthly to publish his 
story of sailing TESSERA home to the Netherlands.  It 
will be in the December issue, so keep a good look out. 
 
You may remember that we published the same account 
in the April/May Newsletter.  You read it here first! 
 
Graham Gibson – Rustler 36, ANNIE 

 

Graham is on the official list of entrants for the ARC 
sailing a Rustler 36 instead of his former Victoria 34.  
The Atlantic Rally for Cruisers is a rally and, therefore, 
cannot be a race; except everyone will be racing! 
 
The ARC departs from Las Palmas on Gran Canaria on 
the 20th November and crosses to Rodney Bay on St 
Lucia, maybe in time for Christmas. 
 
Good luck, Graham. 
 
Cruising Log competition 

 
No entries have been received to date.  By the time you 
read this, you will have about a week to write that log 
and submit it.  The closing date for entries to be with 
the Secretary is the 31st October. 
 
As sailors, we understand about leeway.  You can have a 
few days ‘leeway’ provided you notify the Secretary 
‘that your entry is on its way’ before that date.  Best 
wishes to all entrants.  It is a fine trophy to have on the 
mantelpiece. 

The Victoria Shadow Association’s Lending Library 

 
Admit it, you didn’t think we had one did you?  This is a 
new venture.  Earlier this year the association imported 
several copies of Chuck Paine’s very expensive and 
desirable book, ‘My Yacht Designs and the Lessons they 
Taught Me’.  Our Committee decided that one copy 
should form the basis of our new library. 
 
This is the plan.  The book is quite heavy and needs to 
go by parcel post when sent to anyone, costing almost 
£5 a time.  Members submit a request to borrow it for 
one calendar month.  It will be sent to the first 
applicant with postage paid for by the association.  At 
the end of the loan period, the borrower will pay the 
postage to send it direct to the next borrower.  In that 
way, each borrower will be responsible for just one 
postal charge.  Requests to the Secretary, please. 
 
Alternatively, buy your own copy from Amazon.  This 
option was not available to us when we had to order 
direct from Chuck Paine and pay the shipping costs.  Be 
warned that although the shipping charges are not as 
high as they were, the book is still pretty expensive; 
but what a book! 
 
The Annual Luncheon and General Meeting 

 
You will have had the notice by now and know when it is 
on and where it is held.  Can I just stress that it is 
largely a social affair and business is kept to an 
absolute minimum. 
 
We have been going to the London Corinthian – Rowing 
and Sailing Club, alongside the river and just upstream 
from Hammersmith, for as long as the association has 
been in existence and they look after us very well. 
 
If you have not been to one of our Annual Luncheon’s 
before, do try and come this year.  You will be warmly 
welcomed and are sure to enjoy yourself. 
 
One bit of news that you won’t have heard.  Mowbray 
Whiffin has agreed to give a ‘chatty’ talk at the end of 
business, illustrated with photographs. 
 
Mowbray also tells me he is looking for two crew to help 
him sail SAMPHIRE back across the ‘pond’ in July 2012.  
I understand he is promising a beam reach all the way 
and back in three weeks. 
 
Thames Rally - August by John Walker 

 
4 Shadow motor cruisers signed up for this Rally, and we were 
pleased that Peter Cosker and Arnold Robinson could join us on 
Jenter (missed Jenny though).   Gillian and I set out on Heavenly 
Daze on 14 August and Paul and Patsy Townsend joined us at 
Cookham that evening on Rebwelly.  The next morning we moved 
on, going through 10 locks and mooring up at Desborough Old 
Channel (Shepperton) overnight, having covered app. 23 nautical 
miles.  On the 16

th
 we had a late morning start down to Teddington 

Lock layby to meet up with Dave Probert on White Rose of York 
and Carol and Peter Hunt on Jolly Olly, who had preceded us.  
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We enjoyed a meal out at a local pub, and then had an early night 
to prepare for a 05.00 start ! 
 

 
 

On 17
th
 August we got through the lock in pairs as other cruisers 

had also booked in, but by the time we joined up it was getting 
light, the weather was good, and we had an uneventful trip through 
to Limehouse, locking through at app. 08.30, thus avoiding the 
start of the commercial river traffic.   Jolly Olly had slight 
overheating problems but caught up with us at the Marina.  We 
were surprised to see Peter welcome us, as he had arrived on 
Jenter the previous day, when the weather window was better for 
the trip from Burnham.   We settled into our moorings and caught 
up with some sleep and in the evening we all went to the Tai Pan 
restaurant for an excellent meal to celebrate our arrival. 
 

 
Still early! 

 

 
Gillian and John at the Tai Pan Chinese Restaurant 

 
The following morning (18th) was an another early start for 
Rebwelly, White Rose of York and Jolly Olly to cross over to St 
Katherine’s Haven.  Unfortunately, due to the height of the tide, the 
lock at SK had to close earlier than anticipated, thereby not 
allowing enough time for Jenter and Heavenly Daze to also exit 
Limehouse and reach SK.  Both made the trip in the afternoon on 
the next tide, and unfortunately experienced some very wet, 
bouncy conditions waiting to enter the lock (which was late 
opening), due to all the river traffic.     
That evening we dined together at Dickens Inn and we walked 
round the Marina afterwards. By then the rain had stopped and we 
could take in the sights of the river and Tower Bridge illuminated, 

which is a fine sight, as some of the other members of the Rally 
had not visited SK before. 
 

 
Outside the Dickens Inn 

 
Unfortunately, due to other commitments, White Rose and 
Rebwelly left very early on the 19

th
 and had to punch the tide all 

the way back to Teddington Lock, which took them 4 hours.  That 
evening the remaining Rally members gathered on Jolly Olly for 
drinks and a very nice meal, including a pie made from apples and 
blackberries picked by Carol at one of the Locks a few days 
previously! 
 

 
Heavenly Daze makes her approach to St. Katharine Haven 

 
On Saturday, 20

th
, we were pleased that Anne Grubb was able to 

join the three remaining boats for lunch on board Heavenly Daze, 
as Jolly Olly and Heavenly Daze were leaving on the afternoon 
flood tide, back to the upper Thames.  The trip only took two and a 
half hours!  Jenter exited the lock on the morning of the 21

st
 and 

made good time back to Stangate Creek on the River Medway.  
Jolly Olly and Heavenly Daze returned in company to Walton on 
Thames (via Kingston) and met up with Gloria and George 
Warrilow (Cascade III), who had been unable to join the Rally.  
They are lucky enough to moor their Shadow at the end of their 
garden and kindly invited us to tea to hear news of the Rally. 
 

 
Lunch aboard JOLLY OLLY 

 
Whilst we were all together, possible venues for future rallies were 
discussed and it was agreed that the Upper Thames was the 
preferred choice for 2012.    Details will be circulated sometime in 
the New Year. 
 
 

Thank you, John and Gillian, for writing this account and for 
organizing some adventurous rallies. 


