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Newsletter  -  The Victoria Shadow Association  -  October 2010 

 
 
Kipper of London - races around Britain and Ireland 
 

John Corden and John Nash sailed Victoria 34, ‘Kipper 

of London’ in the Royal Western Yacht Club’s race called 

‘The Shetland’.  Starting and finishing at Plymouth, the 

course is clockwise around all of Great Britain & 

Ireland, and there are compulsory stops of 48 hours at 

Kinsale, Barra, Lerwick and Lowestoft where the 

hospitality is legendary.  It is always a terrific test of 

endurance and seamanship, and not for the faint 

hearted. 

 

‘Kipper’ crosses the line 

after 20 days 21:58:40 to 

put her 8th in her class, on 

corrected time. 

 

Well done to both Johns! 
 

 

John Corden posted a blog each day, sometimes two a 

day, and they all make interesting reading.  If you have 

not discovered them yet, enter the following URL in 

your computer’s browser: 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/kipper/ 

 

 

New members, Richard and Gail Pannell 

 

Richard has owned several Victoria yachts over the 

years.  He once had a Frances 26 then he bought the 

Victoria 34, ‘Copper Cream’ and, just recently, became 

the owner of Victoria 30 sloop, ‘Mumble’!  We do not 

have a photograph of ‘Mumble’ yet but are pleased that 

Richard decided to join the association, at last. 

 

Although Richard and Gail live in Nottingham, not so 

close to the sea, they sail on the East Coast and on the 

River Deben in particular.  Welcome to the association. 

 

 

Red Magic – For Sale   

 

 

‘Red Magic’ has been up For Sale for some time now.  

Opportunities to acquire a Frances 34 are few and far 

between, for not that many were ever built.  The 

photograph shows ‘Red Magic’ under full sail rounding 

the Fastnet light, a fine sight.  ‘Red Magic’ is offered 

For Sale at £79,950.  Tony and Helen Faulkner can 

provide you with further details on 01924 493 950. 

 

 

Welcome new members, Chris and Jan Regnart 

 

‘Elbe Lady’ is even more of a rarity, as she was only one 

of two Frances 26 gaff-rigged cutters ever built.  Chris 

and Jan have bought her and moved her to a mooring on 

the Wych Channel in Poole Harbour.  They have provided 

us with a photograph as well. 

 

 
 

 

The continuing voyage of – Caladh 
 

Simon and Jo Bound have continued to send reports and 

photographs of their travels.  Their third report this 

season is still sitting in my ‘In Tray’ waiting to be dealt 

with! 

 

  
 

‘Caladh’, wearing an Italian courtesy flag, is anchored at 

the foot of the volcano, called Vulcano, and just a short 

walk up the hill is the crater. 

 

I can tell you that ‘Caladh’ has reached Greece and has 

been sailing on the Ionian Sea and will be over-wintering 

in Messalonghi Marina.  Thank you, Simon and Jo, for 

the excellent reports. 
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Victoria Rose – in the Mediterranean 

 

David and Sue Macgregor sent us a report of their 

sailing aboard their Victoria 30, ‘Victoria Rose’.  From 

Seville, they had sailed to Cadiz and Gibraltar before 

cross to Ceuta, a Spanish enclave on the northern tip of 
Morocco.  Then it was on to Smir in Morocco proper 

before crossing to Estapona on the Costa del Sol.  

Later, they spent some time in Almerimar before 

heading for Denia and a crossing to the Balearics. 

 

 
 
‘Victoria Rose’ nears the anchorage of Cala de la 

Salitrona 

 

 

Shadow News 

 

After the bold venture onto the tidal River Thames by 

four Shadows in May, what might the Shadows do next?  

Well, for the time being at least, they are back in home 

waters and we are grateful to Paul and Patsy Townsend 

for organising a rally to Wallingford. 

 

 
 

Two Shadows wait for the lock at Goring-on-Thames 

before continuing their journey up river to Wallingford. 

 

This gentle cruise on peaceful waters was a world apart 

from the lumpy conditions endured on the tidal Thames 

earlier in the year.  However, the talk turned to next 

years’ rallies and, incredibly, a more extended foray 

onto the London River is, even now, being planned. 

 

Paul and Patsy had planned well.  We were all moored 

together at Wallingford and enjoyed a splendid meal in 

the Wealh’s Bistro in the evening. 

 

 
 

 

Our grandest and most important event of the year 

 

Yes, you guessed.  It will soon be time for our Annual 

Luncheon and General Meeting, with emphasis on the 

luncheon and the entertainment after the meeting 

proper. 

 

Our venue, as it has been every year since the 

association was formed, is the London Corinthian Sailing 

Club, right by the River Thames just to the west of 

Hammersmith.  Enjoy an elegant three course luncheon 

in the Commodores Room in the company of your fellow 

members and their guests before moving downstairs to 

the Ballroom for our Annual General Meeting.  That is 

not the end, however.  Our mystery speaker will then 

give an illustrated talk that will thrill and delight. 

 

If you have attended in the past, you will certainly be 

there this year, if not, please do come and bring your 

guests.  I am sure you will all enjoy yourselves. 

 

 

Simoon IV - and - Simoon III of London 
 

Simon Fraser and Janet Gayler have been enjoying the 

comforts of their Hallberg Rassy 43 Mk II since leaving 

Chatham, quite early in the season.  The various reports 

received indicate they have spent the season quite 

gently, mainly on the inland seas and waterways of the 

low countries, and have been soaking up all the cultural 

experiences along the way. 

 

I can tell you they have reached Denmark and have left 

‘Simoon IV’ in Augustenburg Fjord on the mainland but 

just west of Fyn, for the winter. 

 

Simoon III of London, their ocean-crossing Victoria 34 

and one of the last two Victoria 34s ever built is still, as 

yet, unsold and the price has recently been reduced to 

just £69,950.  Should you be in the market for just 

such a fine craft, fully equipped with all the gizmos, you 

should contact Simon as soon as possible. 
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Thalia of Hamble - wins the Shivering Sands Race 

 

 

“Thalia has won a race. Not any race but the Shivering 

Sands.  Inaugurated some 20 years ago, this is a 56 mile 

round trip to the towers that have stood in the Thames 

estuary since the Second World War and are a dramatic 

navigation mark.  The race is considered a challenge.  I 

have never before finished in time.  For there to be any 

finishers at all is usually an achievement, needing a decent 

blow and a fast boat. 

I am just thrilled to have seen how fast a Victoria can sail 

in the right conditions.  If I was on my own I would 

probably have reefed a lot earlier, but Thalia was always 

very manageable. 

It was a pleasure that after six years of owning Thalia with 

a different level of experience on board I experienced her 

sailing at speeds I had never envisaged.  I can’t wait to 

enter the next race, or even to test her mettle on the next 

long cruise.  To see Thalia listed as being first still seems 

incongruous.  I’ll just have to try and make it happen 

again.” 

Extracts from an e-mail sent by Leon Ferguson 

 

 
 

 

The Gosport and Portsmouth Rally was cancelled! 

 

Our South Coast Regional Organiser, John Tyer, was 

very disappointed when, after a year of planning and 

with just one week to go, he was obliged to cancel the 

Gosport and Portsmouth Rally due to a total lack of 

interest by our Solent based boats.   John Cade was to 

have sailed there in ‘Cadenza’ but apart from him and 

his crew nobody else was prepared to commit 

themselves.  It was a sad day for our association. 

 

The Annual Luncheon and General Meeting 

 

You will shortly be bombarded with official looking 

notices about our General Meeting; it is that time of 

year, after all.  I would just like to stress that above all 

it is a social occasion and the business really is kept to a 

minimum. 

 

The association has been using the London Corinthian 

Rowing and Sailing Club’s headquarters, Linden House 

just to the west of Hammersmith, ever since our 

inception.  On a fine autumn day, the setting is quite 

splendid with the first floor bar and dining room 

overlooking the river.  We meet in the bar then move to 

the Commodores Room for our luncheon, which is a 

proper three-course affair and always nicely served.  

Then downstairs to the Ballroom for our coffee and the 

business of the day before a short illustrated talk to 

round off the afternoon. 

 

Try to keep Sunday, the 21st November free, as we 

would really like to see you there. 

 

 

Welcome new member, David Whitehead 

 

David owned a Victoria 30 some years ago.  It had a 

very interesting name and history, which David has 

recounted on one of our web pages.  The boat was 

‘Kiome’ to become ‘Kiome of Sark’ when David registered 

it himself. 

 

David then sailed for many years in his own Oyster 

Mariner 35 ketch called ‘Joyster’ making some 

incredible voyages, also documented on our website.  At 

the moment David is without a boat but looking hard for 

just the right Victoria 26, as he feels the need to down-

size but still wants a tough and capable craft. Welcome 

to our association, David. 

 

 

New member, Tobias Menke 

 

I welcomed Tobias, somewhat prematurely, to the 

association in the last Newsletter.  He is now a fully 

paid-up member and we repeat the welcome.  He has 

been busy, both sailing in Danish waters and making a 

number of modifications to his Frances 26, ‘Frances 

Josephine’ and he has kept us well informed with 

updates to his web pages. 

 

 
 

Royal Harwich Rally 
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Members and their guests enjoyed some evening 

sunshine at the Royal Harwich Rally after a couple of 

days of uncertain weather.  In the end, four boats made 

it; Volante, Redwing, Margo and Linnhe and members can 

be seen above gathering on Peter Allen’s Victoria 800, 

‘Volante’. 

 

  
 

Arnold Robinson enjoys the sunshine while Peter Allen 

serves drinks below.  John Sadler enjoys a glass of wine. 

The rally was organised by our Chairman, Anne Grubb, 

who managed to avoid having her photograph taken on 

this occasion! 

 

  
 

Chas Argent stands alongside ‘Margo’ while Martin and 

Glenys Hunt prepare to leave ‘Redwing’ for the party. 

 

We were delighted to see Nick Morrell and Stephen 

Roche who had a difficult journey on the day, sailing 

from the River Ore and arriving as darkness fell aboard 

the Frances 26, ‘Linnhe’.  They had not been able to 

depart the river until nearly high water, about mid-day 

and then suffered a foul tide for the rest of the 

voyage. 

 

The dinner at the Royal Harwich Yacht Club was first 

class and nicely served but not all expensive. 

 

 
 

 

Barbican 3 – has been restored and is For Sale 

 

Chris Coggins has been hard at work for the last three 

years up in Lowestoft both sailing and restoring 

‘Barbican 3’, the slightly unusual Frances 26 originally 

ordered by Bernard Hayman, ex-editor of Yachting 
World.  Just recently Chris has replaced the bowsprit 
and the forward hatch. 

 

 
 

Price £26,994 details from Lowestoft Boat Sales 

 

 

Tamar Swallow – back on the River Tamar 

“I returned home with the boat after leaving the Algarve 

for Madeira in April.  I then had the boat ashore in Porto 

Santo and in June continued to several of the Azores 

Islands and then onto the U.K.  I called into Falmouth and 

incredibly there were two other Victoria 38’s, amazing as 

there are so few of them.  I am in touch with Suerte which 

makes four that I have tabs on, but I have no idea of the 

other three that were completed at Warsash.  I am planning 

to do the AZAB again in ‘Tamar Swallow’ and have now 

qualified.  We will be racing under the RNSA burgee and 

hope to raise money for Help 4 Heroes. 

It is lovely to have the boat at home on her mooring. 

Sue” 

A recent e-mail from Sue Thatcher 


