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The Victoria Shadow Association 
 

Newsletter                                                                             April 2009  
 
Caribbean cruising 
 

 
 
A Victoria 34 drives powerfully to windward in a stiff 
breeze on calm seas and under tropical sun.  Shouldn’t 
our sailing always be like this?  ‘Simoon III of London’ 
was photographed on passage from West End to Road 
Town, Tortola on the 15th February this year. 
 
 
Lady sailor at the helm 
 

 

Anne Grubb added to 
her association duties, 
when she took over as 
Chairman (Yachting) at 
the beginning of the 
year. 
 
Anne, an enthusiastic 
sailor, also finds time to 
be the East Coast 
Regional Organiser and 
is making preparations 
for our rally on the 27th 
June to Brightlingsea 
and the Colne Yacht 
Club. 

 
 
Officers of the Association – an update 

 
Most of you will have learned about the Annual 
Luncheon and General Meeting last November from 
the Minutes of the meeting rather than from personal 
knowledge, since so few of you were there to witness 
events. 
 
Four of our long serving and loyal officers had given 
ample notice that they would not be standing for re-
election and so it was.  The outcome is that your 

association now has only four officers and no 
additional committee members. 
 
We have no Honorary Secretary for a second year, 
even though the job has been pared down to an 
absolute minimum, and almost anyone could do it.  
This should be a prestigious position in an association 
the size of ours.  Why is nobody willing to be 
nominated? 
 
We have nobody on the Committee to represent the 
interests of the Shadow motor boat owners.  Why not? 
 
We no longer have a Journal Editor and ‘Waterlines’ is 
likely to be our first real casualty.  After eighteen years 
of publication, there will not be a magazine at the end 
of this year, unless someone comes forward soon. 
 
how are we coping? 

 
The Committee normally books a room at Sarisbury 
and holds a Committee Meeting prior to the South 
Coast Social.  We didn’t bother this year but the four of 
us sat around a table in the RYA lounge at the London 
Boat Show instead.  Did you know that the quorum for 
a meeting is three? 
 
some hope for the future 

 
When it became clear to the Shadow owners that there 
would be no Thames rallies this year, two very kind 
offers were received. 
 
I should like to say a very public ‘Thank You’ to 
Gillian (and John) Walker for agreeing to organise a 
rally to Cookham on the 9th May and also to Carol 
(‘Kate’) and Peter Hunt for doing the same for a rally 
to the Kennet and Avon Canal in Reading on the 12th 
September. 
 
In each case, these events are being organised as a 
‘one-off’ with no further commitment. 
 
a reminder 

 
Paragraph 9 of our Constitution allows for the 
Committee to appoint a Committee Member at any 
time and for the new member to hold office until the 
next General Meeting.  New Committee Members can 
be appointed to hold a specific office or just to help out 
with the running of the association generally. 
 
So, don’t delay.  Come and join us.  We are really quite 
friendly! 
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‘Elbe Lady’ 

 
Welcome new members Chris Harrap and Chris Lott to 
the association, as new owners of the gaff-rigged  
Frances 26 cutter, ‘Elbe Lady’.  At the same time, we 
must say goodbye to Graham and Robin Elliott, the 
previous owners. 
 

 
 

‘Elbe Lady’ is pictured here in lock no. 2 at Sovereign 
Harbour, Eastbourne.  Note the longer than usual 
bowsprit and the dual aluminium spars.  We know of 
only one other similar Frances 26 called ‘Charm of 
Rye’. 
 
‘Elbe Lady’ has also been known as ‘Miss Lizzie’ and 
‘Shikara II’.  Now, Chris is considering renaming her 
‘Cloudy Bay’! 
 
 
and the other ‘Shikara’ 

 

 

By coincidence, I 
received a mild 
rebuke from Arnold 
Robinson, owner of  
Victoria 26 cutter, 
‘Shikara’.  He moors 
her in the Burnham 
Yacht Harbour on 
the River Crouch. 
 
He wanted to know 
why his yacht didn’t 
feature in the ‘Our 
Boats’ section of the 
website. 

 
Well, it does now and here as well!  However, his 
question is a common one, which has been answered 
before.  If you want your boat details displayed on our 
website you must specifically ask me, as the website is 
in the public domain and I cannot just use the 
information held in our database, under the Data 
Protection Act, without your specific permission. 
 

‘Serenity’ 
 
Normally berthed in the Cattewater, Martin Gooderson 
sailed his Victoria 26, ‘Serenity’ into Dartmouth last 
summer and sent us this photograph, which shows the 
entrance to the River Dart quite nicely. 
 

 
 
 
Tom Morris 

 
Tom Morris, founder of Morris Yachts, died on the 7th 
December 2008.  It was Morris Yachts that produced 
the first Frances 26 and Leigh 30 yachts to Chuck 
Paine’s designs and also later produced Victoria 34’s 
as well. 
 
The news of Tom’s death was passed to us by our 
member, Sue Thatcher, who said, “I got to know Tom 
quite well when I spent a winter in their sheds. He 

was a gentle man who was always cheerful.” 

 

 
‘Falkor’ 

 
Welcome Dany and Annick Chapuis to our 
Association.  ‘Falkor’ is moored at Le Croisic in La 
Loire Atlantique.  We first heard of Dany when he 
posted a message on our website forum, over a year 
ago, to say he was looking for a Victoria 34! 
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London Boat Show Dinner 

 
Twelve of us enjoyed a very pleasant evening at the 
Tai Pan Chinese Restaurant after an exhausting day at 
the Boat Show.  Two of our newest members, Chris 
Harrap and Chris Lott are pictured here along with 
Janet Gayler, as we all prepare to tackle the aromatic 
crispy duck pancakes. 
 

 
 
 
‘Violet Anne’ 

 
Graham Hughes with his Victoria 30 sloop, ‘Violet 
Anne’, was our first new member of 2009.  Graham 
lives in Ottawa, where they take their winters seriously.  
I asked him where he would sail locally and discovered 
there is a stretch of the river between the rapids and the 
Chats Falls Dam called Lake Deschênes.  This stretch 
of water is over 20 miles long and has marinas, 
anchorages and bays and is home to hundreds of 
yachts. 
 
Graham will acquaint himself with ‘Violet Anne’ on 
the lake before possibly getting her transported to the 
St. Lawrence Seaway.  I don’t know whether Graham 
is our first Canadian member but he is most welcome 
and we look forward to learning of his adventures. 
 
 
South Coast Social at Sarisbury 

 

 
 

John Cade sells raffle tickets during the buffet 
luncheon, provided by the members, for the raffle to be 
held later. 
 
John Tyer, our South Coast Regional Organiser had 
done a good job and we had over thirty people present 
to enjoy the luncheon and listen to Tony Howard, our 
speaker for the afternoon. 
 
Tony Howard told us some 
wonderful stories, first about 
his time with P & O and later 
when he joined the 
Southampton Pilot Service. He 
was also able to show us 
photographs of many of the 
ships that he had piloted in a 
long and successful career. He 
is an excellent speaker and 
kept us enthralled with his 
tales. 

 
 
 
‘Kiome of Sark’ 
 
Robert Barratt has been hard at work on his Victoria 30 
sloop converting her to cutter rig.  He writes, “All 
under surveyors supervision.  Bow sprit is being made 

as we speak and fitted by a shipwright....Atlantic 

Spars will add the cutter stay and running backstays 

etc  Chuck Paine was supportive too...I am hoping all 

will be complete by the end of April.  I'll send a 

photo and short text...some members may be 

interested. 

Sue Doyle has been encouraging and an inspiration.”  
Sue Doyle, another of our members, owns and sails the 
cutter-rigged Victoria 30, ‘Que Sera’ and undertakes 
lengthy voyages aboard her.  No photograph to show 
you yet but maybe we will be able to see ‘Kiome’ 
sailing under twin foresails in our next edition! 
 
 
Chuck Paine retires 
 
Chuck Paine has retired from yacht designing and sold 
the nearly 200 designs of C. W. Paine Yacht Design 
Inc. to his former employees Mark Fitzgerald and Ed 
Joy. Through Mark and Ed you can still gain access to 
the drawings and design rights for these excellent 
designs. 
 
Editors note: 
 
I take this to mean that, strictly speaking, any enquiries 
that we might have referred to Chuck in the past should 
now really be directed to Mark Fitzgerald and Ed Joy. 
 
Thank you to Robert Barratt for bringing this to our 
attention. 
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Ardfern moorings 

 

 
 
Philip Kempster, who wisely keeps his Frances 26 
‘Cajun Joy’ at Port Cogolin in the south of France, has 
been holidaying in Scotland  and reported seeing two 
Victoria Yachts, ‘Blue Ilex’ and ‘Duanach II’ on the 
moorings at Ardfern, Loch Craignish.  Can you spot 
them? 
 
 
‘Louise’ 
 
Firstly, welcome John Raine to our Association as the 
new owner of ‘Louise’. 
 

 

John writes, "...anyone interested will now note 
‘Louise’ sports a different colour to the sheerstrake 

and new canvas work.  I have kept the name in order 

that she is still recognisable as Anne’s boat and it 

would be a shame if Association members failed to 

recognise her simply because she has moved through 

her green phase and into her blue era." 

‘Louise’ was the second of the Westerly-Victoria's, that 
resulted from the merger of Victoria Yachts with 
Westerly, and as such was moulded and built at 
Waterlooville before being transported to Warsash for 
final fitting out and commissioning in 1994.  

John Raine is her third owner; the previous two being 
David Suttle, now owner of Victoria 34 'Verity' and 
Anne Grubb, now our Chair Yachting, with all three of 
them remaining members of our Association. 

East Coast Social at Wivenhoe 

 

Twenty-one of us gathered at the Rose and Crown 
public house on the quayside at Wivenhoe.  Despite her 
new high office, Anne continues to be our East Coast 
Regional Organiser as well.  On another table, our 
guest speaker for the afternoon was Louise Busby. 

 

At the Nottage Maritime 
Institute, Louise's talk on the 
Netherlands was a very 
professional affair coupled 
with a PowerPoint slide show. 
After discussing the extent of 
the inland waterways in the 
Netherlands and some of the 
general requirements for both 
ships and crews wanting to 
venture there, she went into 
some depth on the three main 
routes a newcomer might 
decide to take. 

 
 
 
‘Folly Rose’ 

 
While at the Nottage, Mike Downes the curator drew 
our attention to a Victoria 34 in a mud berth by the 
quay.  Our Introductory Pack was sent to Richard 
Sykes, the owner of ‘Folly Rose’ and he wrote back, 
“My sailing days are, alas, over but my Victoria 34 

sits at the end of the garden here and would 

welcome visitors if you ever return to the Rose and 

Crown or Nottage.” 



5 

Victoria Specialist at Stone Pier Boatyard – Again! 

 
Stephen Constable is back!  On the 6th April he sent the 
following message, “I thought I would let you know 
that today, I have been able to come to an 

agreement with Warsash Marine, and I will be 

starting in a small way of business, in my old office 

at Stone Pier.” 
 
Trading as: 

  
STEVE CONSTABLE STEVE CONSTABLE STEVE CONSTABLE STEVE CONSTABLE ----    Yacht Repairs & SALES 

 

The old harbour marine office 
Stone Pier boatyard 

Warsash, Southampton, SO31 9FR 
Tel 02380 470445 

Mobile 07738 641396 
stephen.j.constable@btinternet.com 

VICTORIA SPECIALIST 
 

Many of you will have bought your boat through 
Steve’s old brokerage business and I know many of 
you think very highly of him.  He often accompanied 
new owners on their delivery trips and his claim to be a 
‘Victoria Specialist’ is well founded.  We wish him 
well in his new venture. 
 
 
The Victoria Cup 

 

 

The original Victoria Cup, 
the one presented for racing 
around the Isle of Wight, 
had been looking a little 
tired and had no room for 
any further winners’ 
plaques. 
 
It has now been fully 
refurbished and looks like 
new.  This work was 
undertaken by Jerry Bottrill 
after consultation with the 
Committee. 

 
The solution was to summarise all the previous winners 
on two new plaques leaving room for another sixteen 
years of winners on the two remaining sides! 
 
To get your 
boat’s name 
added, enter 
the ‘Round the 
Island Race’ 
on 20th June 
2009.  Thank 
you, Jerry! 

 

‘Boreas’ 

 
Welcome our newest members, Rui Ágoas and João 
Linhan, to the Association.  Rui lives in Faro but is 
basing ‘Boreas’ in the marina at Vila Real, St. Antonio, 
which is in Portugal and close to the border with Spain. 
 
 
Extended cruising by our members 
 
David and Joseph Macgregor should be setting out 
soon, if they have not already done so, to sail their 
Victoria 30, ‘Victoria Rose’ to the Mediterranean with 
Split in the Adriatic a possible destination.  They are 
going round the coast and plan to keep up a good 
speed; not too much sight-seeing?  I am hoping that 
Susan will be able to keep us informed of their 
progress. 
 
Simon and Joanna Bound will be continuing their 
voyage to the Mediterranean, having already reached 
the Algarve.  I expect new reports of their cruising in 
‘Caladh’ to start arriving any day.  They have kept us 
very well informed of their movements in the last few 
years.  I wonder whether ‘Victoria Rose’ will overtake 
them?  ‘Caladh’ has a good start, though. 
 
Mowbray Whiffin still has ‘Samphire’ in Maine, 
U.S.A. and we hope to get some reports from him at 
some stage; probably later in the season. 
 
Simon Fraser and Janet Gayler continue to enjoy their 
sailing in the Caribbean and we have had three reports 
this year already.  At the moment, they are in Culebra, 
Spanish Virgin Islands.  In fact, I will finish as I began 
this Newsletter with another photograph of Simon and 
Janet sailing ‘Simoon III of London’ off Tortola in the 
British Virgin Islands. 
 

 
 
 
 

Favourable winds, fair weather 
 

and Happy Sailing! 
 
  


