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Editorial 

The last issue of Waterlines was well received in its new format by those 

members who came to the AGM in November. Although we were uncertain 
whether there would be sufficient material to justify a Spring issue, we have 

just had two very busy Social! events with lots of written questions sent in to 

John Lesh and Jon Gale for their ‘Question and Answer’ sessions. Jon has 

recorded these with the answers and so they reach you while still fresh in 

our minds in this issue. As Olive reports, the AGM decided on a rally 

programme for 2003 but for the first time without a cross-channel event. 

We enjoyed over a dozen such rallies in France with good food and blue 

skies — but that was last century! The past three years have been completely 

spoilt by the weather, so we can only hope that our decision will have a 

contrary effect and those on individual voyages to the Continent in 2003 will 

bask in moderate winds and sunshine. Finally please remember that we 

have now used all the outstanding material in this issue, so please put your 

pens to paper with contributions both on technical topics and this year’s 

voyages. 

New Association Chairman 

By the time of the next Waterlines issue, Brian Smith will have taken over 

from Ted Moss as joint Chairman. Thank you Ted for your work on the 
Committee and for chairing the AGMs so ably for a decade. We are all sure 

that we shall enjoy your and Kitty’s company both afloat and at meetings for 

many years to come. Welcome to Brian — we have been well aware of his 

and Dawn’s enthusiasm and involvement in the Association for several years 

now and appreciate his finding the time to take on this responsibility. 

Lots more for V34 manual 

Brian and Simon Dawson have written a new 13-page section based on their 

own practical experience. It covers deck/hull, sails/mast, engine, electrics 

and interior topics. Parallel with Derrick Thorrington’s similar work for the 

F26, this will become Section 3 of the V34 Manual — copies available from 

Olive, 

The Editorial Team 

Olive Hathaway: olive@pylewell2.fsnet.co.uk 
Barrie Marson: barriemarson@compuserve.com 
Georgina Hayne: gc.hayne@btinternet.com 
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Winter Events 

Annual General Meeting 

It was very pleasing to have a large attendance of 

32 people at the AGM. You may remember that 

we had a very poor showing a couple of years ago 

but we seem to be on an upward trend again. You 

will all have seen the Minutes so you know what 

was discussed and agreed. But it was particularly 

good to welcome Jon Gale and John Lesh, who 

now run Stone Pier Yacht Services. Some of the 

lads who worked for Victoria Yachts before are 

still with them, and can bring that continuity of 

knowledge about the boats. The two Johns seem 

very committed to assisting owners and keeping 

the name alive. 

Winter Socials 

The East Coast Social was held again at Pat and 

Percy Ashton's house in Brightlingsea. We thank 
them for all the effort that they make and in 

making everyone so welcome. It had been agreed 

that the two Johns should be asked to chair a 

question and answer session at each Social. I 
received a lot of questions that I duly passed on 

for them to consider. At both East and South 

Coast Socials very good sessions were held with 

lots of questions being answered and a lot of 

interaction from those present. I think I can safely 

say that everyone learnt a lot and members were 

full of praise for the event - the best yet one 

member declared. 

The Johns have put all the questions and the 
appropriate answers onto a dise which is zoing 

into this magazine and we must thank them for all 

the effort that they put into this project. 

It is clearly a successful formula so mav I 
suggest that we have a Question and Answer 

section in the magazine in future. Anyone with a 

query can send it in, and then others who may 

have had a similar problem and found a solution 

could contact that member. Or I could seek the 

help of the Johns again. Please give this some 
thought. 

Lastly, as ever, a big thank you to all those who 

brought food to the two venues. We always have a 

good, varied and interesting spread. 

It was good to welcome new members Ken and 

Elizabeth Sizer to Sarisbury Green. Mrs Sizer 

brought along some stuffed savoury profiteroles 

which were much appreciated and she was 
persuaded to send in the recipe for the 

magazine(which is set out on the back page). 

Thanks to Mrs Sizer, I can vouch for them being 
exceedingly good 

Olive Hathaway 

Secretary



  
  

  

1. My Frances 26 is now nine years old 
with 1050 hours on the Yanmar 1GM10 
seawater cooled diesel. Last season | had 
increasing problems with the engine. 

2 The symptoms are: grey smoke from the 
exhaust; slow to accelerate and probably 

: down on power as well; steam as well as 

smoke from the exhaust when warmed- 
up; reduced flow of cooling water; 

eventual overheating. 
| have checked the water strainer and 
water pump. Then engine always starts 
first time. What does the team think 
might be the problem? 
Peter Cosker, owner of Frances 26 “Jenter” 

Grey/white smoke from the exhaust is an 

indication of water vapour or unburnt 

atomized fuel in the exhaust. This may be 
caused by various problems, the most 

common being: damaged head gasket; 

cracked cylinder block; cracked cylinder head; defective 

injector; water in the fuel; and, air in the fuel. 

The fact that the engine is reported to start well but emit 

steam from the exhaust when the engine has reached 
operating temperature could well be an indication that there is 

a hairline crack in the cylinder head or block. This would allow 
compression to be maintained sufficiently for starting but then 
open up with increased engine temperature to allow the 

passage of water or gas. Slow to accelerate and 

underpowered can be the result of, low compression (due to 

defective head gasket?), high backpressure in the exhaust 
system caused by partial blockage, insufficient fuel caused by 
contamination such as water, incorrect fuel injection or 

eventual overheating when running, in conjunction with 
reduced flow of cooling water may well indicate a partial 
blockage in the raw water circuit. Collapsed cooling water 
hoses and blocked heat exchangers can often be a problem. 
Raw water injection nozzles into the water injection elbow 
sometimes become partially blocked and this should also be 
checked. 

The only way to obtain an accurate diagnosis would be to 

have an engineer carry out a compression test. Depending on 

the results of this test, a thorough inspection with the cylinder 

head removed would assist in the diagnosis. 
(This problem was eventually traced to a severely sooted and 

blocked exhaust system) 

  
2. What is the approved manner of removing, and 

replacing, a 1GM10 engine from the Frances 267 What 
special tools need to be hired or bought? | ask this 
question because: the engine and gearbox weigh 76 kg 
(167lb); a direct lift or slightly indirect lift, with a hoist is 
not possible; only one person can get anywhere near the 

front of the engine to assist. (We did manage it once, 
some years ago, by welding lugs to a length of gas barrel, 

using Bowden cables around engine and gearbox and by 
using a 10-12 foot scaffold pole over a Work-Mate bench 
as a lever. It took three of us. One on the quarter berth to 

line up the back mountings, another at the front and one 
on the lever. We felt very lucky to have got the engine 
back. There must be a better way.) 
Removal of any heavy equipment should always be 
approached with caution. Removal of the engine from the 

Frances 26 is undertaken in much the same way as removal 

of any marine engine. It is often found that engines are 

situated partially beneath a cockpit or companionway. With the 

boat ashore, we use a lifting gantry with a chain hoist fitted. 
These may be hired from many hire shops and is the only item 
of equipment that would need to be hired by the average well- 
equipped weekend mechanic. The hoist is rigged over the 
companionway and the lifting hook connected to the engine 

with chains & shackles. Although Peter Cosker says that “A 
direct lift or slightly indirect lift, with a hoist is not possible”, we 
find that having released the shaft coupling, the bolts securing 

the flexible mounts to the engine beds and the various 
services to the engine, lifting slightly with the chain hoist 

serves to skid the engine forwards into the companionway 
area. Of course the companionway joinery has to be well 
protected with hardboard and dunnage, particularly on the 

underside where the lifting chains can cause considerable 
damage. The engine is then lifted up through the 
companionway hatch. Replacement is a reversal of the 

removal process. 

3. Some marine engineers contend that the static 
alignment of the engine/reduction box drive flange with 
the propeller shaft is affected when the engine is driving 
the boat. Have you ever tried to measure any such mis- 
alignment or compensate for it? 

All marine engineers are aware of alignment differences 
between the static and driving mode of the engine. They 
should also be aware of the alignment differences with the 
vessel ashore supported on blocks or a cradle and afloat, 

supported in the boat’s natural element. Therefore, if an 

engine is fitted into a boat ashore, the alignment should 
always be checked once the vessel is put afloat. 
These days most small boat engines are not rigidly mounted to 
the engine bearers. The use of flexible engine feet reduces 
the engine vibrations and noise transmitted into the structure 

of the vessel. Flexible mounts do, however allow the engine to 

move longitudinally, transversely and radially. Old and 

damaged flexible mounts allow the engine excessive 
movement. Oil contamination of the rubber mounts will 
radically reduce the service life of the mount. In any event, 
flexible engine mounts should be renewed every few years. 
(Yanmar used to recommend every two years.) 

The radial forces imposed by the rotating components of the 
engine, together with the thrust from the propeller will cause 

the engine to move around on the engine mounts. This will of 

course, in conjunction with the movement of the propeller 

shaft, cause misalignment between the engine and the 

propeller shaft with associated wear on the bearings. In 

practice, in a conventional well-designed installation, these 
minor misalignments will be accommodated. 
There are many flexible couplings on the market today, 

designed to reduce vibration and noise and also to allow for 
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minor misalignment between the engine and propeller shaft. A 
flexible coupling is not designed as a substitute for good 
engine alignment. Halyard Marine (Aquadrive), R&D, Volvo- 
Penta and Vetus all sell flexible shaft couplings to provide 
various shaft connection solutions. 

No | have not attempted to measure the misalignment when 
the engine is driving the shaft nor have | attempted to 
compensate for different misalignments when the engine is 
running. | have however commissioned very complex torsional 

vibration calculations on high-speed marine diesels developing 
in excess of 1,500 horsepower; when shaft alignment, bearing 
spacing and shaft droop all have to be considered very 

thoroughly. 

4. What are your top tips to Victoria owners wishing to 

preserve their yachts in good condition and avoid 
needless maintenance expense? 
Little and often. Lift the boat ashore for winter lay-up every 

year to delay the onset of osmosis. Keep the boat well 

ventilated. Remove wet sails and gear from the interior of the 
boat; send sails for laundering and checking in the sail loft. 
Have a competent person winterise the boat in the autumn. 

Provide heating and dehumidification on board through the 

worst winter months. Write a winter lay-up and re- 

commissioning schedule. 

5. What are the worst maintenance sins committed by 

Victoria owners? 

Lack of planned routine maintenance is the worst sin. 
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Scrubbing teak decks with the grain, using nylon bristle 
brushes and teak deck restorer. 

6. My boat is cutter rigged. Could she take a larger 
Genoa and what would be the estimated cost? | would 
be interested to know if other owners have tried this. 

Derek Smith - Owner of Frances 26 “Chantal” 
Not knowing the size of your existing headsail, | cannot be 

specific. The standard jib is a high cut “Yankee”. If the 
requirement is for a larger sail for light airs there are two 

alternatives. A suitably cut Genoa could be fitted but this 

would entail removal of the jib from the furling gear prior to 
setting the Genoa (the Genoa can never be a satisfactory total 

substitute for a Yankee since its shape is significantly 

compromised when reefed) The second and possibly more 

convenient alternative would be a lightweight sail of the 
cruising chute type which will be set flying, allowing the jib to 
remain on the furling spar. If the Genoa route is taken, it is 

important that one should not be seduced by the idea of a 
very large sail as this will prove extremely un-handy when 
tacking as it will almost certainly need to be helped round the 
forestay. Over sheeting a Genoa may well serve to simply 
cause the vessel to adopt a greater angle of heel and have 

the result that speed may be lost rather than gained. 

7. | fitted a larger prop last year to hopefully get more 
thrust from the engine in tight marina situations (Engine 
Yanmar 1GM10). it has been suggested that | enlarge the 
rudder by filling the aperture around the prop as much as 

possible to see if this helps manoeuvring. It would be 

nice to have a little more confidence when in marinas. 
According to Bob Hathaway “Of all of the changes made to 
the Frances/Victoria 26 to create the Victoria 800, the most 
effective has been the modification to the rudder to improve 

response under sail and, particularly, power.” It is possible to 

modify an existing rudder to provide a noticeable improvement 

in handling under engine. Details of this modification are 

given in the V.S.A. Technical Manual, or alternatively, we 
would be prepared to undertake this work for you. 

8. My Lewmar mainsheet track could do with being 

replaced, as parts of the travelers are no longer available. 
(In any case it never did have good control.) What cost of 
a job is this? Can you get at the track fittings? 

From Michael Passmore owner Victoria 34 “Santy” 
The earlier Victoria 34’s had the mainsheet track fitted at the 

forward end of the cockpit abaft the companionway. Later 
boats had the track on top of the coachroof, across the 

companionway hatch garage. Assuming that “Santy’” is fitted 
with a cockpit track and that the overhead panels beneath the 

track are covered with Formica, the cost to supply & fit a new 

Lewmar track will be in the region of £650. If, on the other 

hand the overhead panels are upholstered or the track is fitted 

to the coachroof, the cost to replace the track will be £500. 
Yes we can access the track fittings. 

9. The Lewmar portlights are crazed does this matter? 
Should they be replaced? Or can plastic be replaced? 

1am unaware of any Lewmar portlight failing in use due to 
crazed acrylic glazing. The crazing is unsightly and does in 
fact reduce the light transmitting properties of the portlight. It 
is not commercially cost effective to replace Lewmar portlight 
glazing. Lewmar will not supply replacement panels and the 

cost to machine new Perspex far exceeds the cost of a new 
portlight.
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10. The engineers in Turkey had great difficulty getting a 
tight fitting for the raw water inlet to the engine & also the 
inlet to the heads., however hard they tried to tighten the 

jubilee clips. The problem was that the old hoses had 
gone hard. At their suggestion new hoses were fitted & 
there was no problem with getting the heads hose through 
the various bulkheads etc. However it was a different 
matter with the engine inlet as they couldn't get the old 

hose out and then found that the wooden floor covered a 
GRP floor so they had to cut through the supporting 

bulkheads which was noisy and untidy but no permanent 

harm seems to have been done. Any ideas or comments? 
We’re not looking forward to renewing the heads outlet 
hosing but at least it will be easier to get at! 

From Michael Burley Owner of Victoria 34 “Moonstone 
Plastic hoses certainly harden with age. | wonder whether the 
Turkish engineers tried to soften the plastic hoses with a hot 
air gun. This usually works, allowing the hose to be squeezed 

tight to the pipe spigots by the jubilee clips. | am surprised 
that the Turkish engineers did not join the end of the new pipe 
to the old engine inlet pipe and use the old pipe as a ‘pull 
through’. Cutting through the supporting bulkheads sounds a 
bit drastic. So long as they sealed the cut edges with resin or 
similar to prevent water ingress into the structure, no harm 
should have been done. 

” 

11. How do! maintain my teak deck? 
Traditionally, whilst your skipper was completing the log, days 
work and ship’s business and the cook was preparing the crew 

and owner's breakfast in the galley, the crew would be set to 

work washing down the decks with salt water. The brightwork 
(varnish & brass) would be cleaned of salt with fresh water; 

chamois leathers and metal polish as appropriate. These 
days, when men have smaller yachts and no paid hands, salt 

water and soft natural bristle deck brushes used across the 
grain of the teak is the best method. The best way to wear out 
a teak deck is to scrub it regularly with teak deck cleaner with 
the grain using a nylon bristle brush. Washing-up liquid can be 
added. 

Any missing dowels over fastenings should be replaced and 

loose paying should be raked out and replaced. The 
manufacturers instructions should be adhered to when re- 
paying deck seams and particular care should be taken to 

prime the seams and use a bond breaker tape in the bottom of 
the seams. 

12. What should be connected to the sacrificial anode? 
What is the best way to make a good connection? In 
particular to the stern tube? 

“COPPER CREAM’ is a Victoria 34 built winter 1987/8 
Zinc anodes are fitted in salt-water use and magnesium 

anodes in fresh water to provide cathodic protection from 
underwater corrosion. Bonding, the practice of electrically 
connecting together metal items to the anode should be used 
to connect any underwater fitting that you wish to protect. On 

a Frances or Victoria this would include the propeller and 

propeller shaft, the stern tube or outboard bearing housing, the 
skin fittings and the rudderstock or hangings. 

The purpose of the bonding system is to provide a low 
resistance circuit between the various elements in the cathadic 
protection circuit and thus prevent the build up of a voltage 
difference between the various items. To achieve its desired 
effect, the bonding connections need to be as electrically 

efficient as possible. Propeller shafts and stern tubes require 

special attention, particularly when flexible shaft couplings are 

  

fitted. It is usual to connect the engine into the bonding circuit. 

If a flexible shaft coupling is fitted, however, this will usually 
destroy the electrical continuity across the coupling, thus 

effectively isolating the shaft and propeller. In this case a 
jumper connection will have to be wired across the flexible 
coupling or bronze brushes fitted to the shaft to ensure a good 
connection. A bonding wire should be fitted to the stern tube 
either internally or externally to the hull. In practice, | don't 
believe that Victoria Yachts usually bonded the stern tube into 

the system. 

Rudder stocks can be similarly dealt with by fitting bronze 
brushes or, as the rudder stock only has to rotate through 600, 
a flexible wire connector may be used. 
It is important to maintain the connections to the zinc anodes 
and also make sure at the end of each season that there is 
sufficient weight of zinc left to provide protection. Having 
bonded all the underwater dissimilar metals together, you have 
created exactly the circuit required to establish galvanic 

corrosion! All is not lost, however, as putting the zinc anode 
into the circuit provides the sacrificial component, which will be 
eaten away. Be warned though, once the zinc anode has 

  

  
  

FREE ADVICE ON... 
SAIL SET, RIG TUNING | 

ND REPAIRS. 
For the highest quality custom 

designed sails tailored to 

your persona! requirements 

  

Contact Ben Green at = 

SHORE SAILMAKERS 
Moody's Marina, Swanwick, Southampton SO3} 7ZL.. 

Tel 01489 589450 Fax 01489 885917. 
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gone, the next least noble metal on the galvanic scale, which 

will probably be your propeller, will be next to go! 

13. At 3 years old and after only 200 hours motoring the 

Cutless bearing was worn. The recommended soft bearing 
was not available so a hard bearing was used. This hard 
bearing is still in use after 12 years, with seemingly little 

play. What are your views on whether the bearing should 
be hard or soft? 
Cutless bearings are available with two types of liner, 

polyurethane designed to be oil or grease lubricated and 
polyurethane which is designed to be water lubricated. There 

are few manufacturers if any these days who are able to offer 

different grades of rubber for Cutless bearings. Use what you 

can readily obtain; making sure that the material is suitable for 

the type of lubrication you have fitted. Wear will be accelerated 

by poor alignment and worn out flexible engine mounts. The 

amount of abrasive sand particles in the sea water in your 

cruising area will also serve to alter the serviceable life of your 
bearing. 

14. The propeller is three bladed Stamped on it is "15x10 

TPC 30 too, RH”. The boat cruises nicely at 5.5 knots with 

a maximum speed of 6 + knots. But it does not seem to 

have much stopping power when coming in to a berth. Can 

this be improved upon? 

Yes, fit a Bruntons AutoProp. Telephone No. 01255 427511 

15. By the end of a season the hull is reasonably clean but 
the propeller is quite badly fouled. Can you recommend a 
treatment? 

’ Anti foul the propeller with a hard antifouling. 

16. The toe rail is 3" wide teak with scarf joints that are 
straight cut diagonals about 9" long (in one case only 5”). 
They have a tendency to open up allowing water to 

penetrate. How would you seal these joints? 

Clean out the scarph joints to remove dirt, salt and grit. Re- 
glue them with Balcotan and clamp them up until the glue goes 
off. 

17. | motor 100 to 150 hours per year and have the 
injectors serviced every two years-ls this too often? When 
the injectors are serviced | empty the fuel tank and try, not 
very successfully, to clean out the heavy black oily residue. 

Can you recommend a method for doing this? 
150 hours motoring would equate to approximately 10,000 
miles motoring on the road. Diesel injection engineers will 
recommend servicing motorcar injectors every 24,000 or 25,000 
miles (i.e. every two years). 

| am unsure of what the heavy black oily residue might be in 
your fuel tank. Could this be a viral yeast contamination? If it 
is, then a fuel treatment should be added to the tank contents. 
It is not usual practice to drain a diesel tank for the winter. 

Empty tanks create internal condensation. Condensation 

causes water in the fuel and this causes all manner of problems 

in a diesel engine. Usual practice is to ‘press up’ the tank to 

prevent condensation during the winter lay-up period. 

18. Can you recommend a way to attach the topping lift to 

the end of the boom so that it does not wear the rope each 

season? 

Eye splice with solid thimble into quick release shackle if 

required. 
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19. How do you remove surface scratches from Lewmar 

side windows? 
Light surface scratches can be removed by polishing with fine 
abrasive papers, working down to Perspex polishing 

compounds. However, | suspect that what you are seeing are 

tiny stress cracks running through the glazing material. They 
cannot be removed and it is not cost effective to replace the 

glazing pane. The only way to deal with these fractures is to 

replace the window. 

20. The seals on the Lewmar side windows ooze salt 

residues- Can the seals be removed for cleaning with easy 
refitting? Are replacement seals available? 
The seals can't readily be removed as the inner and outer 

components of the windows are bonded together during 

manufacture. Lewmar don’t appear to want to sell replacement 

seals for these hatches. 

21. The Lewmar deck hatches are starting to craze. Will 
covering them to cut down UV help? How easy is it to get 

and fit replacements? 
Covering the deck hatches to cut down on U.V. degradation will 
help, but it appears that you may be shutting the stable door 

after the horse has bolted. Lewmar do not supply replacement 

glazing for their hatches. 

22. The above water skin fittings are made of 

brass/bronze. How best to treat them so they remain 

bright and not go green? 

Brasso. 

23. In the West Country the warm moist climate produces 
a lot of green algae round the deck fittings. Do you know a 
good treatment for this? 

Salt water and a natural bristled brush applied regularly. 
Brushes & buckets are available at very economic price at 

Trago Mills. 

24. The RM69 toilet suffers from hydrogen sulphide 
producing bacteria when left unused for any length of 

time. Can you recommend a treatment? 
Rotting marine life in the inlet flushing water causes the smell. 

A back flushing system to purge the salt water out of the inlet 

pipework can be fitted. This fills the inlet pipe with fresn water 

while the boat is not in use. Alternatively, Lee Sanitation Ltd 

(tel. 01295 770000) make a cartridge that can be fitted into the 
inlet pipework to either kill or filter out the bugs. 

25. The Selden furling through deck mast leaks internally. 
Selden tried, unsuccessfully to cure it with sealer. Can 

you recommend a cure? 

Only try more sealer such as Sikaflex. 

26. | have used Marine Chemi-Technics M3 rubbing 
compound for polishing the topsides with good results. | 
can no longer find a source for this material. Do you know 
of one? 
No, we can no longer obtain this product from our usual 

suppliers and have been recently using 3M “Fastcut” with very 

good results. 

27. Can an old Decca antenna be used for anything, like 

radio etc? 

Not that | am aware of.



    

  

    

  

The Ultimate for Trailer Sailing 
by Robert May 

e had had an eleven metre Dutch 

\ \ | steel boat for fifteen years which 

had been used as a floating 

caravan while the children were young, we 

decided that our next boat needed to be a 

"trailer sailor". Because previously we had 

spent our holidays on the South coast, the 

Dutch and French canals and in the 

Mediterranean, we now wanted to spend 

our holidays where we liked rather than 

spending the majority of our holiday 

getting there and back. 

The search was now on to find a suitable 

boat. We wanted one as large as possible 

to give comfort for my wife and myself 

with room for at least two other members 

of our family to join us if needed. We 

wanted standing headroom and separate 

heads with sea toilet. Also, as we had 

previously had a steel boat we now wanted 

a minimum maintenance boat that could be 

left in our barn for the winter and taken out 

when we wanted, ready to go. The 

maximum age of the boat that we would be 

prepared to buy was 15 years old. We also 

had to comply with European trailing laws 

as we wished to use her in the 

Mediterranean. This required a max beam 

of 2.5 metres (8' 2”) and we soon 

discovered that there are very few modern 

boats of that beam with standing head 

room. 

Having eliminated all the continental 

trailer sailors, we were looking 

at the Dockrel 27 when our 

existing boat sale fell through 

so purchase plans were put on 

hold. By chance | was visiting 

Warsash and looked in at 

Victoria Ramparts yard to see 

if they still had a travel lift 

which I had used in the past. 

On the quay was a Frances 26 

which appeared to be under 

2.5 metres beam. | inquired of 

Bob Hathaway in the office 

and he then gave me details of 

the Victoria 800 and a list of 
second hand Victorias and 

Frances. He also informed me 

that some had tabernacle 

masts, which was an added 

bonus. 

Next we contacted Harbour 

Marine for details. We were 

very impressed with the 

specifications of "Elbe Lady", a gaff 

rigged Frances. The gaff rig appealed at 

the time because the shorter mast would not 

protrude longer than the boat when 

lowered, however, the long bowsprit could 

cause problems. We also did not like the 
lack of headroom in the heads or forward 

of the mast, although we quite liked the 

open plan arrangement, the rest of our 

family said a definite no! We also had a 
look at the only Victoria 800 for sale, 

which was a nice ship, but outside of our 

price range. We saw "Ketos", a modified 

Victoria 26 which had just been sold. This 

arrangement without the quarter berth was 

the best we had yet seen and therefore 

decided that the 26 was the boat for us. 

We sold our existing boat and at this time 

a 26 was advertised in the P.B.O. We 

bought the current "Merhonour", ex 

"Zadoc", ex "Pippen" and converted her to 

our design. 

The first task was to order a trailer from 

R.M. Trailers of Alresford so that 

Merhonour could be moved from 
Chichester to our barn near Basingstoke. 

The trailer is an articulated fifth wheel 

coupling, low loading, trailer fitted behind 

a 300 series 110 Landrover, This allows an 

all up weight of 7.5 tonnes as airbrakes are 
fitted. The Victoria 26 in cruising spec 

weighs 3.75 tonnes, If a draw bar trailer 
were used, the maximum weight for boat 

| Words cannot describe what the right accessories 
| will do for your sailing. It has to be experienced. 

  

Selden Masts Limfeu, Quncan Road, Part Gate, Southampton, Hargstere SORt 15% : 

Engtard, 
Tat. +40 (O}1489 454000 Fan: +44 (G48 487437 

and trailer would be four tonnes, as a result 

a lot of the gear in the boat would have to 

be moved off the boat to remain within the 

legal limit. The articulated arrangement 

overcomes this and makes a very stable 

tow. This was proven on the way to the 

Mediterranean when we encountered 1100 

metre high passes (is this the highest above 

sea level a Victoria has visited?) 

We tried without success to obtain quotes 

from Victoria Yachts for a mast tabernacle. 

Fortunately at the Jan 2001 Boat Show we 

found Sail Spar (David Beach) were most 

helpful and they agreed to construct a 

tabernacle with all the gear needed, 

incorporating the spinnaker boom, so we 
could lower the mast Dutch style. 

We had a very successful 2001 London 

Boat Show and acquired many items of 

equipment including a Beta three cylinder 

18hp Kubota engine, 15 litre square 

Calorifier and a coolmatic fridge. 

The previous owner had a Taylors cooker 
which he wanted for his next boat. We had 
had a Taylors paraffin cooker for 15 years 

and did not want to return to gas so we 

purchased a Wallis diesel powered ceramic 

hob (which has proved to be an excellent 

investment) meaning that we only need one 
fuel tank. 
We now needed to have all the gear fitted. 

I had wanted Victoria Yachts to do the 

joinery work and we were fortunate that, as 

The Furlex furling system ts probably 

Seldén’s best known accessory. You 

won't find many people wha deubt the 

vilue of a Furiex im making sailing 

simpler and mach nore convenient. 

Our accessory range includes 

everything from bavkstay tensioners 

and rodkickers to fienbuckles, 

spinnaker poles and RCB full-batten 

sytems. Ifyou want to further improve 

your rig and iset even more aut of your 

sailing. just get in touch. Ask about 

Seldén accessarics 

qmap. kringh sektamast cp ux, 
intecont waw seidenmasl.com   
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Victoria Yachts were too busy to do the conversion, T.S. Marine 

at Universal Marine were able to fit the engine and Brian Mott, a 

shipwright, did the conversion work which included replacing 
the flexible water tank with two plastic Tek-Tanks — one of 40 

litres under the fridge, and the second of 90 litres under the fore 

cabin berth. 

We lengthened the starboard settee to 6’ 3" to make a fourth 

bunk to replace the quarter berth, which in turn was made partly 
into a second full sized cockpit locker, and partly into a wet oil 

skin hanging locker. The chart table was fitted over the toes of 

the starboard settee berth with the four 75 amp batteries 

underneath. We removed the plywood from under the fore cabin 

mattress, and replaced it with Veno Bed slats to allow ventilation 

to the underside of the mattress and create a slight springing 

effect. 
The Victoria 26 has proved an excellent choice of boat for 

trailer sailing and is ideal for our needs. We have used her in 

Scotland for two weeks in 2001 and for a three week break in the 

Spanish Mediterranean in 2002. 

If any other 26 owners need their boats moved or stored under 

cover near Basingstoke, I might be able to help. 

  

   

  

The Harbour Marine Company 
The Original Broker for Victoria Yachts 

Universal Marina - Sarisbury - Southampton - Hants - SO31 7ZN 

Tel: 01489 885430 Tel & Fax 02380 455205 (Mobile 07785 935842) 

  

Victoria 34 Cutter 

Vessel of the month on route from Gibraltar and under offer! 

Similar vessels required for brokerage buyers waiting 

The Harbour Marine Company Limited 
Registered in England and Wales No. 3673047 

VAT Reg. No. 522 1925 71 

email: office@harbourmarine.co.uk 

www.harbourmarine.co.uk/       

Galley Gourmet 

GRUYERE PUFFS STUFFED WITH GREEN 
MAYONNAISE 

Encouraging words from the recipe book - puffs or 
profiteroles are always rewarding because 

something easy produces professional looking 
results. These luscious savoury cheese profiteroles, 
stuffed with mayonnaise flavoured with a creamy 
green peas and mint puree make an exciting first 

course. 

Profiteroles 

50z/150g plain flour 

1 tsp salt 

1/4 - 1/2 tsp cayenne pepper 

1/2 pint water 

40z/100g butter 

3 eggs (Size 2) 
40z/100g gruyere cheese, grated 

Sift the flour, salt and pepper into a bowl. Put the 

water and butter into a heavy pan and bring to the 

boil, stirring to melt the butter. When boiling, tip in 
all the flour at once and beat with a wooden spoon 
until smooth. Continue beating until the mixture 
leaves the sides of the pan. Remove from the heat 
and beat in the eggs one at a time, beating 
thoroughly between each, and continue until the 

mixture is smooth and glossy. Beat in all but 1 oz pf 
the cheese. 
Heat the oven to Mark 7/ 425°F/ 220°C. Grease a 
large baking tray and spoon dessertspoons of the 

mixture, a little apart. Sprinkle with the remaining 

cheese. Bake at the centre of the oven for 25-30 
minutes until well puffed and a rich golden brown. 
Remove carefully and cool on a wire rack. 

Mayonnaise 

1lb/450g frozen peas 
A large handful of mint leaves 
4 tbsp single cream 
1/2 - 1 whole nutmeg grated 

Salt and pepper 

6-8 fl 0z/175-225ml mayonnaise 

Cook the frozen peas, drain and rinse with cold 
water to cool. Put in a liquidiser with the mint leaves 
and cream. Whizz to a thick mush - it does not have 

to be completely smooth. Add seasoning and then 

mix with the mayonnaise. When the puffs are cold, 

slit them open down one side and spoon the 

mayonnaise into them. 
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